Preparing Your Testimony   

Added In: How to share your testimony—on p. 114 after the “Application and Reflection” question
Tips:

· Condense your story into 1.5 - 2 minutes; memorize it so you are always prepared to share

· Type out your testimony in one single-spaced page to condense material and aid in memorization

· Include a clear gospel message so someone could listen to your story and know how to get saved

· Don’t go into extensive detail about your past sin (i.e. use general terms like “sexual immorality”)

· Focus on emotional experience more than events (ex: lack of peace, guilt, loneliness, joy, etc.)

· Avoid using Christian jargon
· Don’t bad-mouth Christian denominations
· Use the name of Jesus Christ (not just “God”); you can read Acts 26 to see an example of Paul’s testimony
Format:  Organize your testimony into three parts; that makes it easy to follow.  Answering the suggested questions will help you know what to say for each part.

PART 1:  Before Salvation

Q:  Do you have a religious background?  Did you ever think about God or what would happen after you die?  What used to be the center of your life before Jesus?   Talk about what you used to pursue, what you thought mattered most in life, or what you sought to fill the emptiness inside you.  

Example:  “I grew up in a family that went to a liberal church every Sunday, but I never heard the Gospel there.  I was aware God existed and that I was a sinner.  I would even pray and ask God to forgive me of my sins, but I had no understanding that Jesus had died for me so that I could be free from my sins once and for all—let alone an understanding that I could have a relationship with Him.  I remember feeling very empty inside, wondering if there was more to life.  I sought to fill the emptiness inside me by gaining popularity through athletics.  I thought winning a state championship and becoming a collegiate athlete would fill the emptiness I felt inside.  But even after much success in sports, I still felt empty inside.”
PART 2:  The Salvation Experience

Q:  How/when did you hear a presentation of the gospel and make a decision to receive Christ?

Be very specific—this is the most important part as you can share a clear gospel message without “preaching” because you are simply recounting your personal story.  Clarity in this portion of your testimony will debunk the common fallacy that people need to earn their way to God through good works.

Example:  “When I was a junior in high school, a friend invited me to a Christian youth rally, and I went because I thought I was already Christian since I went to church.  I noticed something about all the people there—they had a sense of meaning and purpose to life that I was lacking.  I wanted what they had, but I didn’t know what it was.  I heard a message about God that night that I had never heard before.  The speaker said we all are separated from God because of our sin and that the only way back to God is through Jesus Christ.  Jesus died on the cross as a substitute to pay for my sins so that by believing in Him and giving my life completely to Him, I may be completely forgiven and enter into a friendship with God here and now.  That made sense to me, so I prayed a simple prayer that night communicating my desire to receive Christ’s death on my behalf and lay down my life in exchange.  I prayed, “God, I acknowledge I’m a sinner worthy of eternal separation from you (i.e. Hell) as payment for my sin.  Thank You for sending Jesus to die in my place.  I receive Your forgiveness and ask You to come into my life and make me the person You want me to be.”

PART 3:   After Salvation

Q:  What happened in your life immediately afterwards?  What is your experience now?  How are you getting to know God better?  What differences have you seen in your life?  
Example:  “After receiving Christ, I started reading the Bible regularly to learn more about God and how to hear His voice.  I also started meeting with an older believer once a week who would answer my questions and help me understand the Bible. I still continued to have problems, but now I had the realization that I wasn’t alone--that God is not against me but rather He is for me, and He has great plans for my life.  I have purpose and meaning in life that I didn’t have before.  I’m experiencing a friendship with God that I never knew was possible, and He is changing me from the inside out to become more like Jesus.   The emptiness I felt before is being filled—not by athletics—but by a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.”
PART 1:  Before Salvation

Q:  Do you have a religious background?  What used to be the center of your life before Jesus?  

Talk about what you used to pursue, what you thought mattered most in life, or what you sought to fill the emptiness inside you.   Instead of worshipping God, what did you worship?  (ex: academics, sex, sports, etc.)  How did you feel during that period of your life?  (emotions are a universal language everyone can relate to.)
PART 2:  The Salvation Experience

Q:  How/when did you hear a presentation of the gospel and make a decision to receive Christ?

Be very specific—this is the most important part as you can share a clear gospel message without “preaching” because you are simply recounting your personal story.  Clarity in this portion of your testimony will debunk the common fallacy that people need to earn their way to God through good works.

PART 3:   After Salvation

Q:  What happened in your life immediately afterwards?  What is your experience now?  How are you getting to know God better?  What differences have you seen in your life?  
