Authority   Add in: on p. 73 after the “Application and Reflection” question
1. Read Romans 13:1-7.  
a. Who has ultimate authority and establishes all earthly authorities? (verse 1)

b. What happens if we resist authority? (verse 2)

c. Why does God place authorities in our lives? (verse 4)

d. In light of these verses, do you think you have to obey authorities who aren’t Christians?

e. How is submission to authority more than just outward actions?

2. What should we do for people who are in authority in our lives?  Why?  (1 Timothy 2:1-2) 

3. As a child, Jesus had the opportunity to respond to his parents’ authority or to go about His Father’s business and follow His spiritual calling.  He chose to obey His parents and what was the result? (Luke 2:52)

Have you ever been in a situation like Jesus, where you felt like God was leading you one way and your authorities were leading you in another?  How did you respond?  How could you apply Proverbs 21:1 to the above situation?

4. Who are some of the authorities in your life?

a. Ephesians 6:1-3; Ephesians 5:22-33
b. 1 Peter 2:13-14

c. Hebrews 13:7, 17; 1 Timothy 5:17
d. Colossians 3:22-25

e. Go back and write the name of the specific authorities in your life next to the letter of which category they fall under.
f. Because all authority ultimately comes from God, we need to submit to all earthly authorities as we would submit unto Christ.  Are there any relationships above where your attitude needs to change.  Why?
5. In the area of dating/courting relationships, how can you best honor your authorities and theirs?

