Water Baptism

1. Baptizo (greek) = to immerse & transform (change the nature of)

ex)  immerse clothes in dye 

ex)  cucumber becomes pickle after 7 days

2. Jesus commands those who are disciples to be baptized (Matthew 28:18-20)

· Baptism = new believer’s first opportunity to submit to Jesus as Lord (Acts 8:26–39; 10:30–48) and take a public stand for Him

3. Baptism = identification w/death, burial, resurrection of Jesus (Rom. 6:4-6; Col. 2:8-3:17)

· Burial service = declaring I am a sinner & the old man needs to die

· Under water = dead/buried (old man dies // Flood, Red Sea drowned evil)

· It is an outward sign of an inward reality

· It is a declaration of the four points of the Gospel (1 Cor. 15)

4. Water baptism is not required for salvation, but it is required as submission to Jesus as Lord (Rom. 10:9)

(over)

‑​

How to get ready for your water baptism:

1. Reflect on the Scripture passages (front) – you may even want to journal or write out a letter to Jesus about your new commitment to Him, sealing the day as specially set apart for Him

2. Share with your family your decision to be water baptized and invite them to come if possible.

3. Ask the Lord which unsaved friends you can invite to your baptism as a public witness.  Pray for them by name and invite them to come.

4. Prepare a brief testimony (2-3 minutes) explaining three things:

a. What you were like before you surrendered your life to Jesus

b. How you heard the Gospel message and what your response was to it (be sure to explain the four parts of the Gospel for the sake of unbelievers present)

i. God loves you and wants to have a relationship

ii. Our sin separates us from God (hell)

iii. Jesus died to pay the penalty for our sin & rose again from the dead

iv. Jesus offers eternal life & freedom from sin as a gift for whomever will accept it

c. What changes are happening in your life now that Jesus is your Lord

5. Wear a dark-colored t-shirt and shorts to the baptism (many people choose to wear black symbolizing death to the old self)

6. Bring a towel & change of clothes

7. Choose a friend to be your towel bearer – they will greet you as you come out of the water and take communion with you (many people choose the person who was instrumental in their salvation journey or perhaps their discipler)

What will happen during the ceremony:

1. We will open with a greeting, prayer, and a worship song

2. There will be a brief explanation of water baptism for visitors present

3. You will be asked to come into the water – as you enter you will be introduced by name….”This is ______________________ and he/she gave their life to the Lord on ____________________

4. You will have opportunity to give a 2-3 minute testimony (see #5 above)

5. You will be asked if Jesus Christ is your Lord & Savior (say yes if you mean it)  

6. Pinch your nose with your thumb and index finger; grab your elbow with the other hand (this is to stabilize you and make sure water doesn’t go up your nose)  

7. “Upon your profession of faith, I now baptize you in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit”  (you will be immersed and brought up immediately)

8. Everyone will erupt into spontaneous praise (happens every time out of joy for Jesus)  

9. Your towel bearer will meet you at the edge of the pool, and the two of you will take Communion together as your first act after water baptism

10. You will later receive a certificate of baptism with the date (and hopefully a picture of your baptism) as a momento

